St. Mary of the Angels    Sunday OT 2B    1/14/24
I Sam. 3:3b-10, 19;  Resp. “Here I am…”  I Cor. 6:13c-15a. 17-20;  Jn. 1:35-52

My Brothers and Sisters,

God does not force Himself upon us. But God will do anything to attract our attention. Why?  
Because, first of all, --more than anything else, --God wants our friendship. God is in love with us and God is so happy when we are in love with Him in return.

Secondly, because God wants us to be a part of his dream and plan for His creation – not just any part, but a particular part for which God has uniquely fashioned us.  

So, how does God attract our attention? Since God has made us, God knows the best ways to reach us.  God chooses what is most suitable to our personality.
For example, as we saw last week, God placed a single star in the sky for the magi. They were star-gazers, astronomers. God knew that a star would attract their attention. It did and they followed it.
In our first reading today, God called out to Samuel while he was sleeping. As a young boy, Samuel was probably too hyper-active and restless to hear God in the daytime. So, God waited until night time. It took a while for Samuel to catch on, and he needed Eli’s help, but he finally got it, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  And God did speak to him.
In our Gospel, John the Baptist pointed out Jesus to two of his own followers, “Behold the lamb of God.” The two disciples heard what he said and immediately followed Jesus.  God was using John like the star of the magi to lead these two disciples to Jesus. They were already on the road. What they needed was a further pointing.
So, we have a star in the sky for astronomers, a voice in the night for a little boy, John the Baptist’s finger pointing for two of his disciples.
God came to each in the way that was in tune with each.
Thus, something new began.

For each, the bond of intimacy between God and them was strengthened.

For each, a special place in God’s dream and plan was given.

   The magi became God’s heralds of good news.

   Samuel became God’s prophet to Israel.

   Disciples of John now became apostles of Jesus.

Tomorrow, we celebrate the life, call and mission of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

It reminds us that, he too, flawed as he was, was a beloved friend of God.  And, because of Martin’s awareness of the suffering of his people, God chose him to be the prophet and leader to freedom. Out of personal friendship, God called him to speak and to march, to keep speaking and to keep marching – and, finally, to die for God’s dream, which had become Martin’s dream.

What about us?

We, like the magi, Samuel, the two disciples and Dr. King are asked to look at our own experience and see how God is relating to us, loving us and calling us.
My brothers and sisters, you and I would not be here if we did not have a unique friendship with God: Father, Son, Spirit.

You and I would not be here if God had not chosen us to come to this community.

How did all this begin?  Probably, with an experience or event.
I think that I have shared with you before, how, in my own emerging relationship with God, God called to me, on an April afternoon, when I was a freshman at Boston College. I was sitting in the library, -- my usual place -- reading the Gospel story of the rich young man as told by Jesuit author, Fr. Dan Lord, SJ.  To this day, I do not know whether I read the story wrong or whether Fr. Dan Lord told it wrong, but, when the young man turned away from Jesus, I saw a sad Jesus.  Actually, the Gospel says that it was the young man, not Jesus, who was sad.  But, in my mind’s eye, I saw a sad Jesus, and I told Jesus that I did not want him sad because I had turned away.  It was at that moment, that I decided to become a Jesuit, and begin a new relationship and a new life.
Fittingly, God met me in a library, reading a book.  God still comes to me in books. But, God comes in other ways too. God comes:
   in friends and colleagues, 
   in people, especially in retreats and spiritual direction and here at SMA, 
   in birds, certainly in Kingfishers, Great Blue Herons, and in the cry of Blue Jays,
   and in other moments in nature, frequently near water or on mountains, at sunrises and sunsets.
And what are your experiences of God?  When and how did God make known to you God’s desire for your love and friendship?  Did it happen over time, or, was there a particular moment?  Was there ever a moment when you said to God the words of our responsorial psalm today: “Here I am, Lord, I come to do your will?” 

And how does God come to you now?  Through spouses or members of your family?  Through friends?  Through music or art or knitting or cooking or baking?  Or, through the poor? Some meet God in walking, especially in nature.  And others whom I know, meet God, in swimming.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. met Jesus in the suffering of his people. Whatever you like best, whatever concerns you the most, is probably the channel God uses to make His presence and love known to you. As I said at the beginning, God will do anything to attract your attention. And God knows your gifts and your concerns, what touches your heart and what you enjoy.  
But, then, how does God want you to share in his dream and plan for all creation now?  Dr. King found his place. What is your gift to make this world a more beautiful and holy place?  We each have a gift to bring to God’s people as a sign of our love.

So, as we begin this new year, the Scriptures of last week and this week urge us to acknowledge the gifts we have received and the gifts we give. Let us take neither for granted for these gifts are holy and add to the wonder of God’s universe.  No gift, no talent, is too small or insignificant. Each is precious and has its place.
As Mary Oliver reminds us in her poem, “Wild Geese”

“Whoever you are, no matter how lonely,

the world offers itself to your imagination,

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting –

over and over announcing your place

in the family of things.”

Remember: wild geese are signs of the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit of God reminds us that we each have a special place in God’s heart and a special place “in the family of things”.    Let us acknowledge both and be grateful. “Let us rejoice and be glad.”
                                                          Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ
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