St. Mary of the Angels   Sunday OT 12 A  6/25/23
Jeremiah 20:10-13;  Romans 5:12-15;  Matthew 10:26-33

My Brothers and Sisters,

The month of June is coming to an end now.

Nature has fully blossomed.  
Our woods and fields are thick and lush and green.

So much has happened in this month.
It has been a month of celebrating great Church feast days:  Trinity Sunday, Corpus Christi, Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

It has been a month to celebrate: LGBTQ pride, Juneteenth. Flag Day, and Father’s Day.
It has been a month to celebrate graduations and ordinations and anniversaries.
But June has also been a month of tragedy.

   At sea: hundreds of migrants drowned in the Mediterranean; the Titan submersible imploding in the Atlantic.
   On land: the slaughter of some 40 school children in Uganda, civil war in Sudan, a slow bloody counteroffensive in Ukraine.

Joys and sorrow.

Triumphs and grief.

In today’s Gospel Jesus notes the challenges ahead for his disciples.

He says to them, “Fear no one except God alone – and God need not be feared by those who love Him.” So twice he says, “Do not be afraid.”
Jesus reminds them and us that God is aware of all that is happening in our world, both the good and the bad.  
No details go unnoticed. 
Not even a sparrow falls without God’s notice and without God’s concern.  
God holds all with love, and God asks that we do the same.  
God laughs with us in our joys.  
God weeps with us in our sorrows. 
Most importantly, God walks beside us along the way.

A week ago, when the American bishops met in Florida for their semi-annual meeting, the papal nuncio, Archbishop Christophe Pierre reminded the bishops of two questions that he has been asking them for two years: 1) where are we?  And 2) where are we going?  
Those were the same two questions which you were asking when you met a few months ago to look at the present and future of St. Mary of the Angels: where are we? Where are we going?
We know where we want to go.  We want to go to God and to help Jesus in establishing the Reign of God where the fullness of justice and peace, forgiveness and compassion will flourish.  

But how do we get there?

As the Archbishop reminded the bishops, there are those who would like to think that God has given us a GPS and all we have to do is follow the map as it unfolds before our eyes, -- that the way is all clearly mapped out.  Turn right. Veer Left. Go straight. Not so!
Rather God has given us a compass: Jesus. Jesus points to true north: to God and the Reign of God. We know the direction we are to go, but it is up to us to discover together with Jesus the way we need to take to get there.  We have choices to make along the road.
This second way of the compass is the way of discipleship and the way of synodality and solidarity, two key words that Pope Francis has been using to describe how we are to be as Church. 

Synodality means walking together on this journey. (sun—together, odos—the road)
Solidarity goes further. It means listening and sharing with one another, getting to know one another, and recognizing that together, -- all together-- we are brothers and sisters belonging to one another.
Solidarity is, as our own Susan Reynolds noted in her book, what happens especially when SMA celebrates its bi-lingual liturgies.  Solidarity may be messy but it is filled with grace.
That Archbishop went on to remind the bishops that it is within the context of syndodality and solidarity that the Eucharist has its primacy of place.

The Eucharist is not a private sacrament for myself alone.
The Eucharist is not primarily for adoration – though adoration can be helpful. But Jesus did not come to be adored. He came to serve and to give his life in service. And He asked us to do the same.
The Eucharist is primarily a sacrament for mission, that is, we are to bring to others the One whom we have received ourselves.  
The Eucharist is a presence to be shared, -- the presence of Jesus.
Franciscan spiritual writer, Richard Rohr, has said, “If we are honest, culture forms us much more than the Gospel.”  He claims that, “Up to now Christianity has largely mirrored culture instead of transformed it.”  That is a sad but true commentary because he is really saying that our relationship with Jesus has become too much a private matter without relationship to or influence in our world.  Like everyone else, we can put on our GPS and mindlessly follow where it leads.  No decisions or discernment needed.

To be a Christian, however, means that I am a disciple of Jesus Christ, that I am constantly learning how I am to follow Him.

To be a Christian means that I am an evangelizer, trying to make Jesus known and loved, and his Gospel lived.

To be a Christian means to be with others on the way.

Sometimes, it seems too much to be a missionary and an evangelizer, but at least we can make Jesus more present by the way we relate to one another: with welcome and warmth, with respect and kindness, with gratitude and joy.

Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” He is our compass pointing the way.  If we walk together with Him (synodality) and work respectfully with one another (solidarity) we will be following Jesus in discipleship and proclaiming the Gospel. 
Yes, the way of the GPS is safer.  The way of the compass, far more challenging because it is the way of faith.
But Jesus keeps saying, “Do not be afraid. Do not be afraid. I am with you.”

And, wonderfully, not only do we have Jesus, we also have one another.
                                                           Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ

                                                           Brighton, Mass. 6/25/23

