Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  B    11/21/21
Daniel 7:13-14;  Revelation 1:5-8; John 18: 33b-37

My Brothers and Sisters,

We end our liturgical year on a triumphant note as we celebrate this Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.
We proclaim Jesus as Lord, Christ, and King. 
Jesus is Lord, i.e., the One risen from the dead who lives forever.

Jesus is the Christ, i.e., the Messiah, the One destined to begin the Kingdom of God on earth.

Jesus is King of the Universe, i.e., the One through whom all creation, -- not just humans – is being drawn to an everlasting oneness in God.

This all sounds so triumphant and glorious, but we must remember 
   that Jesus died before becoming risen Lord, 
   that Jesus was the suffering Servant-Messiah of Isaiah, not a warrior like King David of old, and 
   that Jesus acknowledged his kingship only at the very moment 
         when He was bound and bloody, 
         when He had been humiliated by crowds and soldiers, 
                and now stood helpless before Pilate.  
               And we do not forget that, on the previous evening, Jesus had gotten down on his knees to wash his disciples’ feet.  
This is our King! 

Jesus is the King who came, not to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for the many.
We must also remember that Jesus never called Himself by any of these titles of “Lord,” “Christ,” or “King,” He preferred to call Himself, “Son of Man,” thus, identifying Himself with the vision of the prophet Daniel and with us and with all humanity.   
Furthermore, in John’s Gospel, Jesus described himself with life-giving metaphors.  

He said:
“I am the Good Shepherd:” – leading and guiding you.
“I am the Light of the World:” – illuminating you. 
“I am the Living Water:” -- washing and making you clean. 
“I am the Bread of Life:” -- feeding and nourishing you.
And, most importantly, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” 
What Jesus wanted to be, and still wants to be, is both the sign pointing to life and the very life giving presence –especially in the Eucharist -- that brings hope to all people, are principally to those who feel most helpless.
Jesus told Pilate that his Kingdom, the Kingdom of God, was not of this world.  By that He meant that his values were totally different from the values of Caesar whom Pilate was representing.  
The Kingdom of God is a kingdom of peace and love brought about by compassion, forgiveness and justice. 
The Kingdom of Caesar is a kingdom marked by division and violence brought about by those seeking power, prestige or possessions.
We read many articles about the Kingdom of Caesar – as evident, this past week,   in partisan politics sacrificing the common good – 
people applauding the use and abuse of guns – 
migrants used as weapons of international politics – 
subversive tactics against fair and just elections.
But, the work of the Kingdom of God goes mostly unnoticed.  The food pantries, the soup kitchens, the social workers, the teachers, the nurses and doctors, those who sit at voting stations on election day, and those who pray – just to name a few of the dedicated who go unnoticed or unmentioned, .  

Once again, we are called to choose to which kingdom we belong.  

If we belong to the Kingdom of God, we have to ask: how is my life witnessing to its values of compassion, forgiveness, and justice?”  
We may end this liturgical year on this triumphant note of kingship, but we will soon see, with the beginning of Advent, that our King is coming among us, once again, as a tiny, helpless baby.  He will remind us, once again, that He still needs to be taken care of in the most vulnerable and weak of the world.  
Our King reminds us that He Himself was once a homeless infant. 

                                   that He, too, was exiled in a foreign land,
                                   that He, too, was hunted by soldiers, and
                                   that He was crucified.   

Homeless, exiled, hunted, crucified.

The story continues.  It goes on and on.
The Kingdom of God versus the Kingdom of Caesar.

Today’s Feast Day reminds us that all our efforts may seem so little, so insignificant, but are worth everything because, in the end, God’s sovereignty will reign in a Kingdom of everlasting peace, love and joy.  We want to be part of that Kingdom. And we want to be one of those who help God bring it about.
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