St. Mary of the Angels   Sunday 27 C  10/6/19
Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4;  II Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14;  Luke 17:5-10
My Brothers and Sisters,
Today, in our Scripture readings, we have three passionate commands or pleas:
To the prophet Habakkuk God commands: “Write down the vision clearly.”
To Timothy St. Paul urges: “Stir into flame the gift of God.”
To Jesus the disciples plead: “Increase our faith.”
Remember those  three: vision, stirring into flame the gift of God, and increased faith. How do these three refer to us, our Church, and our world today?
Today, in Rome, the Pan-Amazonian Synod opens and will continue until Sunday, October 27th – 3 weeks of deliberations.
The Amazonian region is a tremendous area.  It consists of 6 million square kilometers of land and forest. It includes, in whole or in part, 9 countries,  which contain 2.8 million people, consisting of 400 tribes, speaking 240 languages.  That is an amazing richness! 
This region has been called the lungs of our planet earth breathing life for our ecosystem. So, as this jungle forest diminishes, so also our breathing healthy air diminishes.  Recently, we saw pictures of ravaging fires consuming thousands and thousands of acres of this forest, and we know that large corporations have been cutting down further acres of trees for their own enrichment.
This Pan Amazon Synod seeks to address crucial issues of our church, our world, and of our environment, especially as they pertain to this area, -- issues such as: 
--the repressed role of women in the Church, 
--the recognition and appreciation of the rights and traditions of indigenous people, 
--the obligation to provide greater access to the Eucharist, and 
--pro-active preservation of our environment.  
With such an ambitious and challenging agenda, we are not surprised to hear powerful churchmen, wealthy capitalists, and unscrupulous politicians raising their voices in protest.
In response to these voices, God says to us and to our Church first: “Write down the vision clearly … so that one can read it readily.  “…if it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it will not be late.”  So,what IS God’s vision for all of us as God’s people?  This is what the Synod needs to ponder and promulgate.
It is interesting that this past week, we commemorated three holy people who had great visions for their times.
On Monday we celebrated the feast day of St. Therese of Lisieux.  In what she called her “Little Way” she offered a vision of transforming the world simply by small acts of love in every moment of the day.  If only we lived her vision!
On Friday, we celebrated the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi who promoted a vision of the oneness of all creation, -- that we are all part of the universe, all related to brother sun and sister moon and all related to one another.  His vision was a vision one of oneness, harmony, simplicity and of world peace.  If only we lived his vision!
Tuesday was the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mohandas Gandhi.  He, as we well know, embraced a vision of non-violence in his pursuit of justice and freedom for his people.  If only we lived his vision!
Also, this week, a Norwegian friend of mine sent me a cartoon that appeared in a Norwegian newspaper.  The cartoon showed little 16 year old Greta Thunberg of Sweden pushing, like Sisyphus, the whole round world up a steep slope.  And, on top of that world were gathered angry old men shouting at her and pointing angry fingers at her.  She is a prophet and she has a clear vision –  a clear vision of a healthier world for all,  If only we can live this vision! 
And she, like the holy ones we mentioned “has stirred into flame the gift of God” given to her. Despite her  young age, small size and psychological limitation, she has had the fire and courage to speak before the most powerful leaders of this world and challenge them to do the right thing for all the children, present and future, of our world.
Vision and stirring into flame the gift of God.  
That brings us now to the third element, faith.
Where am I, where are you, where are we, in the face of such critical issues and oppressive voices?  Along with the disciples I plead with Jesus, “Increase my faith.”  But Jesus shakes his head and responds, “No, you don’t need more faith.  The faith you have is enough.  You just need to trust it and act with it?  Take a risk!”  And Jesus reminds me: “Remember the five loaves and two fish? Weren’t they enough? Yes, – if you have faith.”
Yes, there is in each one of us that tiny mustard seed of faith that has the power to uproot mulberry trees, or, as Jesus says in St. Matthew’s Gospel, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move.”  He also added, “Nothing will be impossible for you.”  (Mt. 17.22) Do we really believe Him?
My brothers and sisters, there are mountains, gigantic mountains, of prejudice, hatred, greed, exclusion, in justice, inequality all around us and before our eyes.  We know it, and, together we do seek that vision of love, of harmony, of non-violence, of a safer and healthier world for our children. 
So now, we must tap into that faith that Jesus says we DO have.  
We have to stir into the flame that particular gift, that unique gift, that God has given each one of us.  
Our gift may seem very small – and, with age, we may feel more helpless, but, with faith in God and in one another, and with a vision of love for all, I think, I do believe, that we can do together what we are asking the Amazonian forest to do: breathe fresher life into our dying world. 
                                                        Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ
                                                        Brighton, Mass.  10/6/19
