St. Mary of the Angels     Palm Sunday     3/28/21
Isaiah 50:4-7;   Philippians 2:6-11;   Mark 14:1-15:47

My Brothers and Sisters,

From time to time – not often – I hear God say to me: “Do you see how much we love you?”

That might happen at the end of a retreat when I felt that God had entrusted me with a special friend of His.  

Or, on some mountain hiking trips such as I made in Norway.

Or, at a particularly joyful time when surrounded by my family or friends.

Or, when I became aware that I had just been saved from an accident or from some danger
At those times, I suddenly and unexpectedly hear God say, “Do you see how much we love you?”

Of course, that is a question that cannot be answered.

I can’t very well say to God, “Yes, of course, I see how much you love me.”  That would be arrogant.

But, I can’t say, “No, I don’t see how much you love me.”  That would be demeaning.

So, when God asks that question, “Do you see how much we love you?” I usually move into silence and wonder and gratitude – lots of gratitude.
As we enter into Holy Week and follow Jesus from triumphal entry into Jerusalem, to the Last Supper, to the Garden, to the trial and execution, God, the Trinity, all along the way, could well ask any of us: “Do you see how much we love you?”  And all we can do is move into silence and wonder, and whisper from the depths of our hearts, “Thank You!”

Notice that it is the Trinity who asks that question.  During Holy Week, we might be apt to focus only on Jesus, on Jesus’ actions and Jesus’ suffering because he is so visible in the story.  But, we must not forget that the Father and the Spirit are there too.

I remember, long ago, a spiritual writer suggesting that Holy Thursday belongs primarily to Jesus, Good Friday to the Father, and Easter Sunday to the Spirit.

Surely, Jesus does dominate Holy Thursday with the Last Supper, his foot washing, his agony in the garden, his betrayal and arrest.

But, that Good Friday belongs to the Father? That makes us confront the question: who did suffer more on Good Friday, Jesus or his Father?  Would not any father prefer to take upon himself any suffering of his son or daughter rather than to stand by helplessly and watch?  How much more pain the Father must have suffered to put aside the power that He did have, for the sake of love – a love that would hold back nothing.  “God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son …”  Once again, we are forced into silence and wonder and can only whisper, “Thank you.”

On Easter Sunday, we can be so happy that Jesus has risen and is, suddenly, appearing here and there and all over the place, that we might forget that it is the Spirit who gave him life, it was the Spirit who raised Him up, and it is the Spirit who makes Jesus so marvelously present that Jesus is with us right now, especially present in the Eucharist.

This Holy Week, therefore, let the Trinity: Father, Son, and Spirit, each have their special place in the Paschal mystery.  And, if, together, they should ask, “Do you see how much we love you?” let that question remain in you, surround it with silence, and then let your response be one of deep gratitude. How better can we live the Paschal Mystery except in gratitude?
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