St. Mary of the Angels   Epiphany Sunday  1/7/24
Is. 60:1-6;  Eph. 3:2-3a, 5-6;  Mt. 2:1-12

My Brothers and Sisters,

If the night had not been dark, the Magi would not have seen a star.

If the Magi had not seen the star, their hearts would not have been drawn.

If their hearts had not been drawn, they would not have begun their journey.

If they did not begin their journey, they would not have found Jesus, the Light of the World.

Their story began with darkness – and then a star – and finally, the fullness of light.

This year of 2024 has begun in darkness – a different kind of darkness.

I am not just talking about the darkness of Ukraine or Gaza or Sudan or Haiti which belong to the darkness of last year.

I am talking about American politics in general and the forced resignation of Ms. Claudine Gay as president of Harvard University in particular – a darkness right here in our own backyard.  
Her resignation on just the 2nd day of this new year symbolizes how evil powers have triumphed -- for the moment at least.  Whatever mistakes Ms. Gay may have made, -- and she admitted them -- in the end, she became a discarded pawn of politics, and, once again, another victim of racism.
What an ominous way to begin this year of 2024!

Her story mirrors the Story of the Magi.

The Magi were wisdom figures, setting forth on a journey, seeking the truth, because they had seen a star stirring them, drawing them, and leading the way.  Their journey finally took them to Jerusalem where they sought further clarity to their destination.  There, in Jerusalem, we are told, they met two groups of people: 1) Herod and his court, and 2) the chief priests and the scribes.
Herod did exactly what we might expect.  He sought knowledge for his own purpose. He made false promises and told lies. And, in the end, he had vulnerable children slaughtered to protect his power and further his ambitions.

The chief priests and scribes also acted to form.  They knew the truth, the truth of the Messiah’s birthplace, the birthplace of the very One whom they were waiting and longing for, but they were either too lazy and too comfortable or too compliant to power to bother leaving their comfort and joining the Magi in their search and in following the star and finding their Messiah.

Thus it was that only the Magi found Jesus and worshipped him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

We know who the “Herods” are today.  We don’t need to name them.  And they are just as vicious in attacking others, telling lies, destroying people, and furthering their own ambitions.

We also know who the chief priests and scribes are, that is, those in academic leadership too cowardly or too afraid to join in following a star to greater justice and truer values.
I do not know much about Ms. Gay.  
Was she following a star to bring a great University to a place of greater integrity and broader truths?  I believe so. 
Although in all the articles I read, I saw no mention of her faith, I believe that she is a person of faith.  For, in her journey, she may not have found the Babe of Bethlehem, but she did find the crucified Jesus, -- and did not run away.

Furthermore, she brought three gifts far more precious than the Magi’s gold, frankincense, myrrh. She brought the gifts of truth, humility and courage. 

I am sure that Ms. Gay will continue to scan the night skies to see where her star is leading her now.  And, like the Magi, she will have to take another route home.
Upon reflection, I find myself asking two questions?  
1) Is there a star I am summoned to follow this year or will I stay in the present comfort of my life? Is my heart drawn to something more?
2) What are three gifts I most want to give to God/Jesus in this year of 2024?

Truth, humility and courage would certainly be three valuable and worthwhile gifts! 

I need to ask and answer those questions for myself, and I encourage you to do the same, because following stars leads to a richer and fuller life.  And the gifts we bring to God return to us a hundredfold.

The Story of the Magi began in darkness but there in the darkness the star was discovered that led to the Light, Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

This year of 2024 begins in darkness too, but there is a star for each one of us to follow, and we can trust that, if we follow it, we, too, will discover the Light that overcomes all darkness, Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  
The road ahead may be difficult, but God is with us as God was with the Magi.

Thus, we follow a star of Hope. What a good way to begin this new year of 2024!
                                                                           Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ

                                                                           Brighton, Mass.  1/7/24

