Tuesday    9th Week in  Ordinary Time   6/2/20 

Mark 12:13-17  

My Brothers and Sisters,
[I have been absent from you for so long, but keep you daily in mind, heart and prayer.  Last Tuesday, I preached a homily in my house on the well known Gospel story about paying taxes to Caesar.  I had you in mind as I wrote it and want to share it with you.]

Jesus asks:

“Whose image and inscription is this?”

Today’s Gospel (Mk. 12:13-17) features Herodians and Pharisees trying to trick Jesus concerning the paying of taxes to the Roman government.  Jesus, recognizing their hypocrisy, tricks his questioners into producing acoin with the very hated image and inscription of Caesar upon it.  He asks a seemingly innocent question: “Whose image and inscription is this?”  They have to acknowledge that it is Caesar’s.  And they must also have been aware that, shortly before, Jesus, in great anger, had turned over the tables of these same coins in the Temple and accused the sellers of turning the Temple into a den of thieves.Yes, they were thieves making profits from these same hated coins.  

“Whose image and inscription is this?”
George Floyd was accused of and eventually murdered for allegedly buying cigarettes with a counterfeit $20 dollar bill.

“Whose image and inscription is this?”

A twenty dollar bill – probably the most common of bills – contains the image and inscription of Andrew Jackson, (1767-1845) the seventh president of the United States.  Andrew Jackson has been described as “a blatant racist, a bigot, and a narcissist.”  He was responsible for the Indian Removal Act which drove Native Americans from their ancestral landand many perishedalong the way.  (Footnote:when Donald Trump became president, he moved Andrew Jackson’s picture into the Oval Office.)

Back in 2016 plans were approved to replace Andrew Jackson’s image and inscription on the $20 dollar bill with the image and inscription of Harriet Tubman (1822-1913), an African American woman, born into slavery, and badly abused, escaped to the north, whereshe became a champion for the abolition of slavery.  (Footnote: Donald Trump in 2016, dismissed the proposal as “pure political correctness.”)
This new bill with the image and inscription of Harriet Tubman was scheduled for this year 2020, but the Secretary of the Treasury, Steve Mnuchin, in 2019, said that it would never be made available during the Trump Administration – not until 2026 or 2028. 
Images and inscriptions are powerful symbols pointing to powerful realities -- both for good and for evil.
The protesters now of George Floyd’s murder, (and that includes all of us) have been stoked by a rage that has been simmering --  and, at times, exploding,-- for 400 years when slavery first came to The United States. 

“Whose image and inscription is this?”

We are seeing now images and inscriptions of George Floyd on billboards and walls of buildings everywhere.  At the same time, -- finally-- images and inscriptions of confederate leaders and generals are being torn down.  So, isn’t it time – and more than time -- that the image and inscription of Harriet Tubman replace that of Andrew Jackson?  Otherwise, won’t we all in our hearts be using counterfeit $20 dollar bills?
“Whose image and inscription is this?”

Jesus always goes deeper than the political and cultural scene to the fundamental truth that gets lost in all conflicts.  And we must follow Him to this deeper level. We all bear the image and inscription of God in our inmost being.  God’s face of love is on our soul;   God’s inscription of mercy is written all over our hearts.  We belong to God and we belong to one another.  When we lose that awareness, racism, prejudice, inequality, violence, all take over and divide us.  We betray the One whose image and inscription we bear.
So, at the end,” Jesus pleads with us, “Repay … to God what belongs to God.”  

Even as we are kept at a distance by Covid-19, we join our hands and our hearts, as always, as the community of St. Mary of the Angels, and pledge ourselves, once again, to the pursuit of justice and peace, because we know and believe that we are all stamped with God’s image and God’s inscription: LOVE.
                                                               Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ

                                                               Brighton, MA. 6/2/20
