St. Mary of the Angels    Sunday   OT 22 C    9/1/19
Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29;  Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a;  Luke 14:1, 7-14
My Brothers and Sisters,
August has ended,
September is here;
Summer is over,
We start a new year.
(As you can see, I am practicing to become the next poet-laureate of Boston!:)
On Wednesday, my house community, -- there are ten of us – gathered, for the first time, both at the Eucharistic table in the morning and at the dining room table in the evening.  At the latter, at one point, I looked around at the face of each member.  The ten of us come from 7 countries:  Benin (Leon), Zimbabwe (Isaac), Malaysia, Uruguay, Philippines, Burkina Faso, and the U.S.  The conversation was wide-ranging and serious, also light and funny, with some teasing and much laughter.  As I looked around, I said to myself, “Jesus would enjoy eating at this table.”  I thought, “Yes, Jesus would feel welcome and comfortable.”  Then, as I looked again, it dawned on me that Jesus, indeed, was there in each one of my companions.  As Yogi Berra, with his quirky wisdom, would say, “You can observe a lot just by watching!”
Observing, watching at table is the starting point of today’s Gospel.  The story begins with these words: “On a sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the leading Pharisees, and the people were observing him carefully.”  Of course, as we read the story, we also see that Jesus was observing them even more carefully!
Unfortunately, there is a gap in the story.  Between Jesus arriving at the dinner and telling his parable, a serious clash has taken place between Jesus and the Pharisees.  One of the guests at table, whether invited or not invited we are not told, had dropsy, or, what we now call Edema, a swelling of the body through fluids.  He may have been invited just to test Jesus. What would Jesus do?
So, Jesus asks them a question: “Is it lawful to cure on the sabbath or not?”
No response. Silence.
O.K. So, Jesus promptly cures the man, sends him away, and asks another question: “Who among you, if your son or ox falls into a cistern, would not immediately pull him out on the sabbath day?”  Do they recognize the irony?  Jesus has just saved a man from the unhealthy water of his body.  Now he is asking: “Wouldn’t they save their son or ox from the less unhealthy water of a cistern?
Again, no response. Silence.
Silence.  That is all Jesus needs.  He moves right into their silence by telling a parable for all of them and by laying down a challenge for his host.
The first is not about giving some wise advice on how to avoid embarrassment and shame at a dinner party.  No, this is a parable and so points to a deeper meaning.  It’s about the Kingdom of God.
The parable provokes the question:  Where is your place and my place at the eternal table of God’s Kingdom?  After all, it is God who is going to say to those who have been humbled by life’s circumstances and to those who care for those in humble circumstances, “My friend, move up higher.”  But, to the exalted, the proud, and the uncaring, God will have to say, “My friend, I am sorry, but you will have to move lower.”  Again, the question: where will our place be?
This is why, after the parable, Jesus challenges his host: “When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind … For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  
At the banquet in the Kingdom of God, everything will be upside down: “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”  Also, “The first shall be last and the last first.”  So, again, where will our place be?
Later, in Matthew 25, we will see Jesus is the guest hidden in everyone, but especially in those on the margins, those who are humbled, those who are last.  Do we recognize Him?  He is here with us.
But, Jesus the guest is also Jesus the host.
And Jesus’ dinner is so different from the Pharisees’ dinners.
At Jesus’ dinner, the host himself gets down and washes the feet of his guests.
At Jesus’ dinner, the host gives his very self as food and drink.
We come to Jesus’ table right here in order that we, too, might become life-giving food and drink for others by our encouraging words and loving actions.
We are invited to model here at this eucharistic table what the eternal table of God surely looks like: a table of welcome, a table of love, a table of joy.
That is what we receive most from Jesus, --- and from one another.  That is what we most have to give to others: welcome, love, and joy.
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