St. Mary of the Angels   Sunday OT 15 A  7/16/23
Isaiah 55:10-11;  Romans 8:18-23;  Matthew 13:1-

My Brothers and Sisters,

The Greatest truths about God, creation, our humanity, good and evil, Jesus’ birth and his resurrection from the dead, the reign of God and our own destiny can never be explained.  Our faith is always seeking further understanding.
Instead, we profess very simple statements as when we recite the Creed.

The writers of Genesis used myths to describe creation.

The Gospel writers have angels speak about the birth and resurrection of Jesus.

When the prophets described the plan of God, they used poetry

And when Jesus taught the message of God and described the reign of God, He spoke in parables.  Altogether, Jesus created some 40 parables.

Parables are truths cloaked in vivid images and puzzling stories.

Only people with open minds and open hearts are able to see and hear what Jesus is trying to say. 

Today, we begin chapter 13 of Matthew’s Gospel.  It is the centerpiece of his entire Gospel and it consists of 7 parables concerning the reign of God.  Here is the heart of Jesus’ teaching on what Jesus was sent to bring about in this world, namely, the reign of God, a reign of forgiveness and justice, of peace and compassion of oneness and joy.
This Sunday, next Sunday and the following Sunday the Church reflects on this chapter 13 in its entirety, I wish that I could be with you for these three Sundays that we might reflect together, but I will be in other places – and, perhaps, you as well.  Wherever you are and wherever I am, may we hold together these parables and see what they inspire in us.
The question that Jesus addresses in chapter 13 is what is the reign of God like, not in content, but in how it will come about? Jesus begins today with the sower and the seed and will end with the fishermen dragging in their nets and separating the good fish from the bad – an image of the end of time..

Each parable, as you will see, uses nature imagery: seeds, bushes, yeast, fields, wheat, and fish – all aspects of nature his audience was familiar with. 
Some parables acknowledge the bad as well as the good: bad soil, bad weeds and bad fish. 
But each parable focuses primarily on the good, on the abundance, the fruitfulness, the pearl of great price, the treasure at the end. 
And each one portrays God as patient, so patient, letting the fullness come in its own time. God does not rush, God does not destroy. And so, each parable is a story of hope. Despite everything, the reign of God, in all its beauty and goodness, will prevail.

That is what we have to keep our eyes on: the ultimate fulfillment of God’s plan, the abundance that will eventually happen.  As God promises through the prophet Isaiah: “Just as from the heaven the rain and snow come down and do not return there, till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful … so shall my word not return to me void but shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it.” 
I had an option in reading the Gospel today to include the interpretation which Jesus gave on the sower and the seed.  I chose not read the interpretation because it undermines the power of the parable itself and, in fact, Jesus himself did not explain it right away.

Furthermore, it too easily entices us to examine the rocky, dry, thorny soil in our life instead of looking at the rich soil and the abundance. We are invited to identify with this rich soil and with the good seed God is sowing in us. No matter how much seed seems to be lost, the result is amazing: a hundred, sixty, even thirtyfold.  What a harvest! Even just 5 fold would be a great harvest.
Let me just make a few comments about this parable under the titles of faith, hope, and love.

First, love. 

The seeds are seeds of love, whether words, actions or simply presence. The reign of God is not made up of big enterprises, of big programs, of great acts.  The seeds are tiny seeds of love.  That is all God needs.

At a time when our government is about to send bomb clusters to Ukraine, which will sow seeds of death for decades to come – with women and children the likely victims, God wants us to plants seeds of love in the shape of kindness, sacrifice, and compassion.

Second, faith.

You will notice that in this parable and in most of the parables on the reign of God, the work is hidden. We don’t see what God is doing, but God is constantly working with each seed of love we plant. No, we don’t need a big church. God doesn’t need a packed congregation of many members. God works quietly, hidden, in our hearts, in our community. 
Thirdly, hope.

These parables all promise that God’s reign will bring about great fruitfulness and abundance of life. But God takes his time.  We must be patient and persevering. The parables give us hope.  As the God of Isaiah says, “My word ,,, shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it.”
It is true that Jesus looks out and sees already that the harvest is great and asks us to pray that the Master of the harvest send out laborers to gather the harvest.  But, as Scripture scholar Jose Pagola comments, what God really needs are many more sowers of seeds. 

Each day offers so many opportunities to sow seeds of love.

May we not lose these opportunities and offer God each day our own small seeds of love for God to nourish in the hidden depths of our world and God’s world.
And be patient. The fullness of the reign of God will come in God’s time, not in ours.

                                                                Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ

                                                                Brighton, Mass.  7/16/23 

