St. Mary of the Angels    OT 12 B    6/20/21
Baptism of Vivian Margaret Stamm

Job 38:8-11;    2 Corinthians 5:14-17:   Mark 4:35-41

My Brothers and Sisters,

Today’s readings are about wind and waves, -- and storms and stillness.

If the wind and waves could be so terrifyingly powerful, God in Jesus and through the Spirit prove to be more powerful.  Both wind and waves serve and submit to God’s purpose.  Jesus quiets them.
There are times in life – such as during the past tumultuous year of pandemic and politics – when we can feel overwhelmed by those stormy waves and winds, but God, this morning, humbles that mighty power of water and gathers it into a small shell of water so as to meet and bless Vivian Margaret in a gentle and tender way at her Baptism.

This does not mean that God has not been with her right from her conception.  The finger of God has been upon Vivian Margaret right from the beginning and the breath of God has been in her from birth.  She has always been and will always be a heartbeat of God and a breath of God.  We also.
But, today, through the Sacrament of Baptism, in a mysterious way, Vivian Margaret is now brought further into God by being brought into the Body of Christ – to whom we belong.  As St. Paul says today in Second Corinthians, “Whoever is in Christ is a new creation.”  Vivian Margaret will become that new creation.  Through this sacrament of Baptism, the Holy Spirit will breathe into her the first fruits of the Spirit as we read in Paul’s letter to the Galatians: the fruits of love, joy, peace, of patience, kindness, generosity, of faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. This is just the beginning.  She will spend her life growing those Spirit given fruits into an ever greater abundance – as will we.
When Vivian Margaret was born, she, like Lucas before her, was born into a particular family, the Stamm-Kennedy family, which has been and is creating its own culture and traditions, with its own values, its own interests and way of doing things, its own dreams for a new future.  As she grows, Vivian Margaret will take on not only what it means to be Vivian Margaret, but also what it means to be a Stamm-Kennedy.  She will grow into that family identity. Now, in Baptism, in addition to her own baptismal name and family name, she will be given another name, a hidden name, “Christian”. And just as she will grow to become more fully a Stamm-Kennedy, she will, with the help of her parents, godparents, family and friends, become more fully a child of God, a follower of Jesus Christ, a Christian. 
We of St. Mary of the Angels are delighted and privileged to support Vivian Margaret and you, her family and, friends both today and all your days, on Vivian Margaret’s precious adventure which we call life, eternal life. Today is a most important step on that journey. There are more wonderful steps to come.  Let us rejoice and be glad! 
                                                                Kenneth J. Hughes, SJ
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