St. Mary of the Angels    Sunday    Lent III A  3/12/23
Exodus 17:3-7;  Romans 5:1-2, 5-8;  John 4:5-42

My Brothers and Sisters,

We have just listened to the very long but very beautiful story of Jesus and a Samaritan woman meeting at a well.  Regrettably, as lengthy as the reading was, the very first line of the story was omitted.  The text reads that, before, “Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sychar”,  “He [Jesus} had to pass through Samaria.”

He “had to pass through Samaria.” Geographically, that is not true. There was actually a much shorter route, -- true, it was more dangerous,  -- but he could have taken it.  However, He did have to pass through Samaria because He was destined to – destined from all eternity to meet this woman at this well.  It was his Father’s will – just as, at the age of twelve, Jesus had to be in the temple with the elders, -- just as, in the end, He had to suffer his crucifixion and death and so enter into his glory. These are moments of destiny.
Though we may not understand this necessity, we can be sure we are glimpsing the wisdom of God who sees far more than we do, who loves far more than we are able, and who wants far more than we do what is best for us personally and for all God’s people.
So, right here, we have to pause to ask: Was it not necessary that certain people have come into our life? 
--That at certain moments, we really did not have a choice in what we had to do – given the circumstances?

--That certain events – whether joyful or painful – had to happen?  
Though we may not have understood at the time, looking back later, did we then see God’s plan and God’s wisdom? – and be grateful? 
Yesterday, I asked Nancy Sheridan, (whom many of you know), “Are you a better person because of your five year struggle with ovarian cancer?”  Unhesitatingly, she responded, “Very much so.”  
I ask myself: do I look back at people and events in my own life and affirm, “It had to happen this way – even the painful things?”  Yes, I do – and, though at times, I may have wished otherwise – I know that all is for my better well-being. I know that I am a better person.
I hope that you can say the same about yourselves.

Though we may not always see it now, we have a loving God caring for us and always preparing a greater, more wonderful, grace – a grace that we may only come to see at another time.

So, what was the grace which Jesus gave this Samaritan woman, and what was the grace which she gave Jesus?

First, I suggest that Jesus gave her two fundamental gifts, which I would name as the gift of “self-worth” and the gift of “self-purpose.”  Let me explain.

Our self-worth is grounded in our being known and loved, especially in being loved.  When others, whether parents, teachers, friends, even strangers, look upon us with love, we can’t help but grow in a sense of self-worth. Jesus looked upon this woman with love.  We know that by the way He engaged her.  And He let her know that He knew her through and through. He knew her story -- and still wanted to be with her. No wonder she went from feeling a shameful woman arriving at the well when she knew she would be alone, to a woman engaging enthusiastically the very people whom she ran away from. She was loved into self-worth and self-confidence.  Her past was not held against her!
In addition, Jesus gave her a second gift of self-purpose.  By self-purpose I mean, Jesus gave meaning to her life, a purpose, a calling.  How important to know that we have a special mission, in this life – that we are here for a particular reason! Jesus was calling her to introduce Him to her fellow Samaritans, and so to be an evangelizer among her people.
These are two basic needs that we all have: 1) to have confidence in ourselves because of feeling our self-worth, and 2) to have a calling, a purpose in life, -- that we have something particular to contribute to the Kingdom of God.  No matter what lack in self-worth and self-purpose we may feel, these are two gifts which God/Jesus wants to give all of us.  The fact is that He does look upon us with love -- as we are -- and He does call us forth to labor with our gifts in his Father’s Kingdom. These both are gifts of life-giving water.

In turn, what did the woman give to Jesus?  She joyfully used what He had given to her.  She ran into town and shouted to the people: “Come see a man who told me everything I have done.  Could He possibly be the Christ?”  
With those words, she opened wide a door for her fellow Samaritans to rush through to meet Jesus. And they gladly brought Him back with them, and He remained with them for two days.  Imagine all the blessings and the transformation that took place in those two days!
All this happened because two unlikely people were destined to meet at a well.

We reenact this story whenever we look upon one another with love – the root of self-worth and self-confidence --which we all need help with.  We reenact this story whenever we call forth and encourage one another into being evangelizers because our hearts are so much with Jesus and are so eager to bring about the Kingdom of love, mercy, and peace that the Father wants for us.
That is why the story is told over and over.

Lastly, the woman’s abandoned water jar symbolically points to a new life, a new freedom, a new spirit.  With Jesus’ love flowing through her, she did not need a jar anymore. That life giving water of Jesus now flows into us through the Holy Spirit.  We need only to turn to the Spirit to learn how much we are loved and what a great calling He has given us, and so to go forth with great confidence and joy to spread the Good News that together – all together -- we can form a more loving people for God.
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