St. Mary of the Angels    Sunday OT 14 C  7/3/22
Isaiah 66:10-14c,  Galatians 6:14-18;  Luke 10: 1-12

My Brothers and Sisters,

We have just had a very stormy fortnight!

The war in Ukraine has become increasingly a demolition of civilian places and a massacre of civilian people.

The January 6 hearings have revealed incredible truths about the insurrection and has unveiled the cowardice and corruption of those in power.

The Supreme Court has now made radical and questionable decisions concerning human life and the environment.

All three expose the power of violence.  While the Supreme Court has ruled against violence of the unborn, it has kept the door wide open to violence against women, violence against children, violence against the environment. And when we look ahead, we can see further decisions will be made against minorities and against nature.  Those too come under the name of violence.
We can well ask: where are we heading as a nation?

                            what is our responsibility as Christians?

                            what does the Gospel today have to say to us?

The villages where Jesus sent his 72 disciples had their own struggles and oppression.  Roman occupation, exorbitant taxes from the government and the synagogue, rampant disease, kept the people poor and preyed upon. Most people lived the life of serfs or slaves.

Into this environment Jesus sends the 72.  They are to go simply and depend on hospitality – quite a challenge for those being sent and those receiving!
Jesus gives them three actions to perform:

1) To give a blessing of peace,

2) To cure the sick,

3) To proclaim that the Kingdom of God is at hand.

Apparently, their mission was a great success.  For, as we read further: they “returned rejoicing, and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your name’.”  And Jesus promised even greater power against evil.
What were the demons they overcame?  Certainly, all the demons that weigh down people in body and spirit of every age, the demons of disease and discouragement, the demons that oppose the Kingdom or Reign of God.  With the message and actions of these disciples, the people must have felt some of the peace they wanted and some of the healing they needed.
Remember that, when Jesus began his ministry, He told the people, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”  These are not just words!
God the Father gave this mission to his Son, and Jesus gave the same mission to his disciples – as we see today.  And we are included in those disciples.  We continue Jesus’ mission handed on to all disciples down through all the ages. “Jesus says, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few. So ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.”

The great evils of violence and ignorance threaten us today.  

The good news is not reaching enough of the poor.

Too many are captive to false news and to false prophets and false politicians.

So many are blind to where we are going. 

The Gospel, today, tells us, first of all, to live simply.  We don’t need all the baggage which falsely promises life.  
Secondly, make sure that there is peace in our hearts so that, through our presence, we can offer peace to others.  If we do not have peace, we cannot share peace.
Thirdly, in various ways, we all have the power of healing, either professionally or through human interaction. Attentive listening, reaching out a helping hand, an encouraging word, a home visit – are all acts of healing. 
Lastly, live and profess the values of the Reign of God: the values of peace and justice, of forgiveness and compassion.   
The reign of God will overcome the reign of Satan.  We have Jesus’ word on this.  But, He needs us to join Him in the harvesting.  We each have our own mission in the larger mission of God’s reign.  If we each keep doing our part, we will eventually bring about God’s dream for our weary and broken world.  God calls us to be signs of hope.
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