St. Mary of the Angels     The Presentation of the Lord    2/2/20    
Malachi  3.1-4;  Hebrews 2.14-18;  Luke 2.22-40

My Brothers and Sisters,

Last Sunday, in our first reading, we heard the Prophet Isaiah, proclaim: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in a land of gloom a light has shone.”  
The people were the Jews.

The darkness and gloom were the long years they had lived as captives in Babylon.

The light was the light of freedom.  The people had now been freed to return home.

The prophecy was fulfilled.  The light had shone.
The early Christian community applied these words of Isaiah to themselves.

They were the people.

The darkness and gloom was all human nature as alienated from God.

The light was the Messiah, Jesus, who had come to reconcile all people of all nationswith God and heal the wounds of human nature.

Today, in the Gospel, Simeon recognizes that the baby he is holding in his arms is this promised Light, and so he thanks God for  preparing “a light for revelation to the Gentiles and glory for your people Israel.”  
In commemoration of that moment of the newborn Light, since the fourth century, the Christian community has called this day, Candlemas Day, and has celebrated it with a procession of candles.  So, we, of St. Mary of the Angels join this tradition and have filled this temple with the flickering light of many, many candles.
It is a special moment in our Christian tradition.

Reflecting on the Temple scene of this Gospel, I delight in the fact that  I see three generations of people represented:  
   We have the elderly: Simeon and Anna.  
   We have young adults: Mary and Joseph.  
   And, of course we have a child: Jesus.  
As I look around our church this morning, I delight in seeing all three generations gathered right here too:
    the elderly: like myself, 
    the young and not so young adults: most of you,

    and the children whom we will soon bless.
Is there a special message here for each generation of us?

We who are the elderly are called to be the wisdom people of our families and our church community.  Look at Anna and Simeon.  Anna, at age 84, praying and fasting, constantly worshipping God and speaking out about the promises of God.  Simeon, a good, righteous and devout man, one led by the Holy Spirit.  Both are attuned to God and see what God is doing, and talk about it.  They are strong people of faith and trust, and so, have a wisdom to hand on.
As we, who are elderly, grow older, we have less energy for good works, but we do have time to pray and ponder the word of God.  And we have a lifetime of experience with God and with the world to know where true life is and how to nourish it. It is up to us to know strongly our faith and to pass on the wisdom we have learned through the successes and failures in our own life.  
As the elders of our family and the community, we might well ask: what is the legacy I want leave behind or pass on to my children when I die?  This is a question I wish our Senators had asked themselves this past week.  Can each one say that his or her legacy will be one of integrity, that is: of faithfulness to God, to the Constitution, and for the common good, and not for political expediency and self interest?  People of wisdom look deeper than politics and people of faith look beyond the present moment of history. 
You might say that the special call and gift of the elderly is faith: faith in God and in the promises of God, faith in Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life. 

Next, we consider you the adult and young adult men and women of our community.  Like Mary and Joseph, you shoulder the, sometimes, heavy responsibility of providing for and caring for both your present and future  children and your aging parents.  Like Mary and Joseph you hold in your hearts the visions of your parents and the dreams of your children.  And like Mary and Joseph, you know that, because you love, you will have to hold sorrow and pain as well as joy and happiness.  The sword and the cross are never far from one who loves.   Such a love is nourished by watching Jesus and imitating Jesus in his compassionate love – just, as I am sure, Mary and Joseph did as Jesus grew in wisdom and grace – and carried out his life mission.

If the special call and gift of the elderly is faith, the special call and gift of you adults and young adults is love: circles of love beginning with God and reaching out as far as your hearts can reach.
Lastly, we turn to the young, our children.   You may not understand what I say and what we are doing this morning.  But, we, the community of St. Mary of the Angels especially want to bless you.  You are our future.  In today’s world, you, the young, face much pressure to belong, to “fit” in, to have the same clothes and technology as everyone else, to be accepted on face-book and connected through twitter, but, as you look at Jesus, (and I urge you do keep doing so) what did he need and what did he want?  What were his values? In today’s story Jesus was brought to the temple by Mary and Joseph.  It was their choice to be there. At age twelve he, himself, chose to be there!  Right from the beginning, his heart was being formed to focus on God and on the concerns of God.   What choices are you making? You are the hope of the future.  But you shape that future by the choices you are making now!  Little Greta Thunberg of Sweden was only 14 when she began her “Fridays for Future” campaign to wake us adults up to how we are destroying our world and their future, your future.  When and how will God speak to you?
So what is the special call and gift of you children? Hope: a hope that trusts God and trusts that God has a mission that only you can fulfill, a hope in God’s dream for our world, a hope that will fill you with joy.  

We know that the virtues of faith, hope and love go together.  We cannot have one without the others.  But, we can emphasize a particular virtue at one time or another in our life.  And so I have done now.  Faith for the elderly, love for adults and young adults, and hope for our children.
Altogether, we are the believing, loving, hopeful community of God.  May we continue to live all three virtues as we witnessed in today’s Gospel in Anna and Simeon, in Mary and Joseph, and in Jesus who has come as the Light to show us the way. 
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